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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Commissioner: 




Applicant, in accordance with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, hereby 
advises the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the 
accompanying Form PTO/SB/08A Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (substitute for 
Form 1449A/PTO). A copy of each of the cited references is herewith enclosed. 



Express Mail Number ER524418546US 
Date of Deposit December 16, 2003 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposilwi with the UnitedJ 
under 37 CFR 1 10 on the date indicated abovcSndis^ddressed i 



PI-1 092874 




Postal Service "Express Mail Post GfTice to Addressee" service 
issioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Applicant notes that although the cited references may be relevant to the examination of 
the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement by Applicant "shall not be construed to be an admission that the 
information cited in the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 



Applicant further notes that the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant is not an admission that the references cited herein constitute prior art under 
35 U.S.C. §§ 102-103 with respect to the captioned application. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(3), Applicant submits that no fee is necessary for 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant because an Office Action on 
the merits has not yet been mailed. Nevertheless, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any additionally required fees necessary for consideration of this Information Disclosure 
Statement by Applicant to Account No. 11-1110. 



§ 1 -56(b), 




Respectfully submitted, 



KIRKPATRICK & LOCKHART LLP 



Henry W. Oliver Building 

535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 



Telephone: (412) 355-8956 
Facsimile: (412)355-6501 
e-mail: rcapriotti@kl.com 



